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My Assumptions About You
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Introd the Data Collector

BAs Need
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. How Server 2008 Data Collector Fit
Into the Overall Picture of SQL Server



Finally, a Solution All DBAs Need

Fory It has been suggested to DBASs that they
perfo rformance baselines on their servers so they

can b&understand what is going on with their SQL
Server instances over time, and to plan for the future.

In addition, DBAS often hear about performance
problems after the fact, but have no way to go back to
see what was happening with the server when the
problem occurred.

While it has always been possible to create your own
performance data warehouse, it has not been practical.

Third-party tools have also been available, but often
they have been expensive.

To deal with the problem, Microsoft has introduced the
Data Collector in SQL Server 2008.
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What is the Data Collector

The Collector Is an optional feature of SQL
Ser 08 that collects and stores a lot of-pre
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status and performance.

Once data Is collected and stored in a database,

It can be used for historical baselining, planning,
troubleshooting, and much more.

Built-in analysis reports are included that help
the DBA become a more proactive DBA.

Quick demo from SSMS




Benefits of the Data Collector

Easy to install and configure.

Pro Imost of the key data needed by a DBA
to resolve many different SQL Serveslated
problems, especially performaneelated ones.

Allows you to customize what data is collected,
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Allows you to manually query, or create

Reporting Services reports, on the historical data
stored in the management data warehouse.




Limitations of the Data Collector

It can only collect data from SQL Server 2008 (all
editl cept Express).
Customizing data collection and reports is not

particularly easy.

In most cases, a dedicated SQL Server instance is
required, If many instances are to be monitored.

Memory, CPU and disk I/O resources are consumed on
the SQL Server instances being monitored.
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On a good note, SQL Server 2008 R2 should include
some significant enhancements to the Data Collector.







