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Î You have been a SQL Server DBA or developer for 
one year or longer

Î You have used Profiler before, and understand the 
basics

Î You want to learn more about how to use Profiler in 
order to help you better do your job



ÎMake you aware of the power of Profiler.

ÎProvide you some examples of how to use 
Profiler to help you indentify and troubleshoot 
some common, and uncommon, problems.

ÎTo get you excitedabout using Profiler so that 
when you go back to work, you will makethe 
time to learn more about Profiler, and that you 
will begin to use it regularlyto help you become a 
better DBA.



Î Profiler is one of the most powerful, but often 
underutilized tools in the DBA toolkit.

Î)ÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ Á ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔ ÔÏÏÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÓÏÍÅ ÃÁÓÅÓȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ 
better tools available to resolve specific problems.

Î SQL Server 2008 Profiler offers 180 different events 
ÉÔ ÃÁÎ ÍÏÎÉÔÏÒȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ !3 ÅÖÅÎÔÓȢ

Î For each event, it can also collect up to 64 different 
types of data.



Î Monitor the activity of:
Í SQL Server Database Engine

Í Integration Services

Í Analysis Services

Î Monitor and identify performance-related problems with front-end 
applications

Î Perform query analysis using graphical execution plans

Î Monitor for and identify SQL Server errors and warnings

Î Debug T-SQL code and stored procedures

Î Capture and replay traces of activity to replicate problems

Î Audit user activity

Î Create your own custom trace templates, and save them, for use whenever 
you wish

Î Capture data for analysis with the Database Engine Tuning Wizard

Î Save trace results to a file, a database table, or to XML for later analysis

Î Correlate Profiler trace events with System Monitor performance counters to 
identify what event(s) are hogging server resources



Î "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ ×Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÃÏÖÅÒ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÎ Á ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȟ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ 
focus on these topics:

ÍHow to Identify Long Duration Queries

ÍHow to Identify Blocked Processes

ÍHow to Identify Deadlocks

ÍHow to Identify Memory Warnings

ÍHow to Correlate Profiler and Performance Monitor Data

These are all examples of how you might use Profiler, and many DBAs may choose to 
perform the above tasks differently from what I am showing you.



ÎSQL Trace is the engine that is used by the 
Profiler GUI to capture and store trace data.

Î If you prefer, you can avoid using the Profiler GUI 
and use SQL Trace exclusively.

ÎSQL Trace is configured and managed using T-
SQL system stored procedures.

ÎSQL Trace uses less overhead than the Profiler 
GUI, and is somewhat more flexible. It is also 
harder to set up and use compared to the GUI.



ÎQueries can cause many different kinds of 
performance problems.

ÎOne option is to identify those queries that are 
taking the longest to run, in addition to 
gathering useful information that can be used to 
troubleshoot why they are performing slowly.

ÎNote: This method does not consider how often a 
query executes.






